Belgian Sheepdog Rescue Trust
Overview

Function
The ownership of a Belgian Sheepdog is a serious responsibility that requires long-term commitment. It is the goal of the Belgian Sheepdog Rescue Trust is to be sure that acceptance of this responsibility, as well as the financial, physical and psychological needs of each rescued Belgian Sheepdog is met in its new home.

The purpose of The Belgian Sheepdog Rescue Trust is:
· To remove Belgian Sheepdogs from public/private animal shelters and accept dogs from owners who are unable/unwilling to keep their Belgian Sheepdog(s) for any reason;

· To provide medical care and a safe haven for rehabilitation and evaluation for adoptability of  rescued Belgian Sheepdogs;

· To find good homes for Belgian Sheepdogs who are unwanted, abandoned or are without a permanent home;
· To educate potential rescue adopters about Belgian Sheepdogs and their special requirements to ensure an educated decision is made when adopting the breed;

· To counsel owners on solving problems with their Belgian Sheepdogs and to encourage them to use their breeders as a resource of support and information;

· To educate animal control officers, shelter staff and other all-breed rescue groups on identification of Belgian Sheepdogs;

· To keep statistics on Belgian Sheepdogs in the Rescue system and provide this information to the BSD Trustees in a timely manner; 

Motto

***   Rescue   ~   ReHome   ~  ReLove   ***
Mission Statement
As the Rescue organization for the national breed club, Belgian Sheepdog Club of America (BSCA), we accept our responsibility for protecting the welfare of all Belgian Sheepdogs in need while encouraging breeders to be responsible for the dogs they have bred or litters their dogs have sired for the life of the dog.

We strive for the highest possible standard as we conduct our rescue work and agree to abide by the policies set forth by the Rescue Trustees as well as all applicable laws.
Rescue Funds
All rescue funds will be collected by the BSD Trustee as designated Treasurer through individual donations or other fundraising efforts. 

The adoption fee collected for each dog adopted through the Rescue system goes directly into Rescue funds.  All rescue funds are controlled by the designated Trustee.
All funds designated for rescue activities will be used for the direct costs of rescuing dogs as outlined in these policies. Reimbursement for administrative costs must be approved by the Board of Trustees.

Rescue Chairperson
Description:   

The Rescue Chairperson acts in an advisory capacity, providing guidance and backup as needed to the Regional Coordinators.  

Principal Duties and Responsibilities:   

~
Oversee all Rescue situations throughout the nation;

~
Approve Rescue expenditures in compliance with these policies;  (Trustee and Chairperson reimbursements must be approved by a majority of the Trustees)
~
Maintain a volunteer staff;

~
Insure all record keeping duties related to Rescue are performed either by members of Rescue or by the Rescue Chairperson(s).  This includes, but is not limited to, maintaining copies of all adoption applications, surrender forms, adoption contracts, expense receipts, and requests for reimbursement;

~
Maintain statistics on the status of all dogs that have been in the Rescue system;

~
Provide mid-year and year-end reports to the BSDR Trustees on the status of BSD Rescue;

~
Notify Regional Coordinator if a dog has been located which needs to be ID’d;

~
Contact List Coordinator if a volunteer is needed to perform a specific function;

~
Approve the listing of all dogs listed on ‘Dogs From Other Sources’ on the Rescue website;

~
Provide support to other areas of the organization when needed;
~
Bring all euthanasia decisions and any unusual circumstances to the attention of the Board in a timely manner; this is not meant to interfere with necessary, emergency medical treatment as recommended by a veterinarian.
~
Continuously improve rescue processes;

~
Insure all volunteers are aware of, understand and adhere to Rescue’s Policies and Procedures.

Average estimated time commitment per week is dependent on the number of volunteers helping in a particular situation and the number of dogs in the system, in general 5-10 hours/wk.

Skills:  Interpersonal and communication skills are of the utmost importance.  The Rescue Chairperson(s) must communicate with all types of people in various emotional states.  Calm, level-headedness and the ability to maintain a professional demeanor is extremely desirable.  Attention to detail and strong organization skills are also a plus.  Access to the internet and email is required.  The ability to contact shelters during regular business hours is necessary as well.

Application Processor

Description:   

The Application Processor receives all adoption applications and performs preliminary processing prior to sending the application to the appropriate Regional Coordinator.  

Principal Duties and Responsibilities:   

~
Receive all adoption applications via fax, email, or postal mail;

~
Process all adoption applications;
~
Check references on all applications;

~
Converse with each applicant to better understand the type of dog which would be appropriate;

~
Compile notes on the applicant including impressions, concerns, and the type of dog best suited for the applicant;

~
Email or fax application and notes on applicant to the appropriate Regional Coordinator and the Rescue Chairperson(s);

~
Follow up with Regional Coordinator to determine application status;

~
Log and file all info pertaining to the application including date received, dates of references checks and notes on reference checks, date sent to the Regional Coordinator, name of the Regional Coordinator to which the application was sent;

~
When an applicant is approved for adoption, mail the original application to the Rescue Chairperson(s);

Average estimated time commitment per week is dependent upon the number of applications received, in general 3-5 hours per week.

Dog Locator

Description:   

Websites such as PetFinder and PupForum can be a valuable resource in order to obtain early notification of a possible Belgian Sheepdog in need.  

Principal Duties and Responsibilities:   

~
Monitor websites;

~
If a potential Belgian Sheepdog is located, contact the Rescue Coordinator if the location of the dog is known and copy the Rescue Chairperson(s); If the location of the dog is unknown, contact the Rescue Chairperson(s);
~
Maintain a list of all dogs reviewed and provide this list to the Rescue Chairperson(s) by the first day of each month.

Publicist

Description:   

It is critical that people know that BSD Rescue exists and is ready to assist in any situation involving a Belgian Sheepdog.  That is the first step in insuring the safety of our breed.

Principal Duties and Responsibilities:   

~
Communicate with new owners within one month of their adoption;

~
Write success stories about their adopted dogs.  These stories will then be published on the BSD Rescue website as well as submitted to the BSCA Newsletter;

~
Locate websites that have links to Rescue sites and insure that these sites have the most current information;

~
Email Rescue Webmaster a copy of all stories;

~
Provide the BSCA Newsletter Editor with a minimum of one rescue story per Newsletter; Provide the BSCA Newsletter Editor with a minimum of five rescue stories for the Rescue edition of the Newsletter
Transport Coordinator

Description:   

Coordinate all transports for dogs within the Rescue system.  This may be needed in cases of dogs coming into Rescue, being adopted, going to a foster home, or dogs in need of further evaluation.  

Principal Duties and Responsibilities:   

~
Work with Regional Coordinator(s) to determine transport needs of Rescue dogs;

~
Locate volunteers for each leg of the transport.  This is to be done in conjunction with State Coordinators as well as utilizing any other means available including transport lists;

~
Communicate transportation details including route, meeting points, contact info, items transported (i.e. leash, collar, crate, etc) to all volunteers, Regional Coordinator(s) and the Rescue Chairperson(s);

~
Insure that volunteer at starting point has a copy of all medical paperwork;

~
Notify Regional Coordinator(s) and the Rescue Chairperson(s) when a transport is complete;

Webmaster

Description:   

The BSCARescue website is frequently the first contact the general public has with BSCA Rescue.  

Principal Duties and Responsibilities:   

~
Post dogs to the website when requested to do so by either the Rescue Chairperson(s) or the Regional Coordinators;

~
Follow up on dogs listed in Dogs From Other Sources to insure that, if a dog from that section has been adopted, the dog is moved to Success Stories;

~
Work with the Regional Coordinators to determine other ways in which the website can make their jobs easier;

~
Continually update the website with new and useful information in order to keep the site fresh and encourage people to continue to visit the site;

~
Maintain an offline database on all Rescue volunteers and all Rescue dogs;

~
Report to the Rescue Chairperson(s) by the first day of each month as to the status of all dogs currently in the Rescue system;

~
Communicate with the Publicist to obtain and post success stories.

Regional Coordinator

Description:   

The Regional Coordinator acts in an advisory capacity, providing guidance as needed to the State Coordinators.  Provide backup support in the case of an absent or non-existing State Coordinator.
Principal Duties and Responsibilities:   

~
Oversee all Rescue situations throughout the region;

~
Notify the Rescue Chairperson(s) if a situation arises where the Regional Coordinator will be unable to respond to Rescue emails and/or Rescue phone calls;

~
Compile information on Rescues provided by the State Coordinators.  Report to the Rescue Chairperson(s) as to the status of all dogs (which dogs have been adopted, which are potentially coming into Rescue, any dogs which are having issues) as well as all revenue (income from adoptions as well as expenditures related to Rescue), and a breakdown on dog IDs;

~
Frequently communicate with State Coordinators to insure that all Rescues are being handled properly and that all policies and procedures are being followed;

~
Receive adoption applications for the Region from the Application Processor and determine if a dog currently in Rescue would be a good fit after further evaluation of the application.  
~
Insure that all paperwork for all dogs in the Region is completed and maintain all original paperwork records including adoption applications, surrender forms, and adoption contracts;

~
Provide information to potential adoptive homes on the Belgian Sheepdog as well as information on the dogs available in the Region;

~
Forward all digital photos and descriptions of all dogs entering Rescue to the Webmaster for posting on the BSD Rescue website as provided by the State Coordinators; 

~
Notify State Coordinators if a dog has been located which needs to be ID’d;

~
Notify the Rescue Chairperson(s) if a volunteer is needed to perform a specific function;

~
Notify the Rescue Chairperson as to the status of all identifications.

Regions:   

	Great Lakes Region:
	Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, Wisconsin

	Heartland Region:
	Illinois, Indian, Kentucky, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia

	Northeast Region:
	Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, Vermont

	Pacific Northwest Region:
	Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, Washington

	Pacific Southwest Region:
	Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah

	Rocky Mountain Region:
	Colorado, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, Wyoming

	South Central Region:
	Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Oklahoma, Texas

	Southeast Region:
	Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee


Time commitment:  dependent on the number of people helping on a particular rescue and the number of dogs in the system.  Estimate of average time commitment 5-10 hours per week.

Skills:  Long-term, intimate knowledge of the Belgian Sheepdog breed.  The ability to evaluate a dog’s temperament and activity level and match it with potential homes is essential.  Strong organizational and communication skills also needed for success.

State Coordinator

Description:   

The State Coordinator orchestrates all aspects of Rescue within the assigned state  (or segment of the state in the case of large states) under the direction of the Regional Coordinator.

Principal Duties and Responsibilities:   

~
Oversee all Rescue situations throughout the state (or segment of the state);

~
Establish contacts within local area shelters and humane societies;

~
Provide local area shelters and humane societies with BSD Rescue contacts and an identification brochure;

~
Provide the contact information for local area shelters and humane societies to the Regional Coordinator;

~
Report to Regional Coordinator the status of all dogs (which dogs have been adopted, which are potentially coming into Rescue, any dogs which are having issues) as well as all revenue (income from adoptions as well as expenditures related to Rescue, and a breakdown of dog IDs;

~
Insure that an Adoption Contract is signed by new owner(s) prior to a Rescue dog being transported to a new home.  Mail the original Adoption Contract and the adoption fee to the Rescue Chairperson(s);

~
Submit digital photos and a description of all dogs entering Rescue to the Regional Coordinator as soon as the dog enters the Rescue system;

~
Submit all requests for expenditures including copies of the receipts to the Regional Coordinator and communicate results to the volunteer;

~
Notify the Regional Coordinator as to the status of all identifications;
~
Request ID volunteers to personally visit possible BSDs as requested by the Regional Coordinator;

~
If a volunteer is needed to perform a specific task, but one is not available, contact the Regional Coordinator for assistance;

~
Frequently communicate with foster homes in the state to insure that all Rescues are being handled properly and that all Rescue Policies and Procedures are being followed;

~
Insure that any dog placed into the Rescue system has a signed Surrender Form.  Mail the original Surrender Form to the Rescue Chairperson(s);

~
Notify the Regional Coordinator if a situation arises where the State Coordinator will be unable to respond to Rescue emails and/or Rescue phone calls within 24 hours.

The State Coordinator position is very similar to the Regional Coordinator position, with a smaller scope.  This is a good way for someone who is ready to take a more active role in rescue to ease into the organization.
Foster Care

Description:   

Foster care is a critical aspect of Rescue.  During this time period, the dog is evaluated, trained, nursed, socialized and prepared to enter a new family.  The purpose of foster care is to ease the transition of an abused/neglected animal into that of a devoted family companion.
All foster homes must have passed a home check.  Please see the section on “Home Check” in this manual.  All foster homes will be required to keep a behavioral log on each foster.  This is absolutely critical to the evaluation and documentation of the appropriateness of a dog for adoption.  All foster homes should be advised prior to accepting a dog that they will be asked to make a determination on the dog’s suitability for adoption.  Should a dog prove not to be adoptable for a myriad of reasons, the foster home will be required to euthanize the dog.  
The best situation is for the dog to be housed in a foster home with someone that can evaluate the dog's personality traits and household manners.  For additional information on temperament evaluation, please see the “Temperament Evaluation” section in this manual.

If possible, the dog should be evaluated for at least three weeks to give the dog time to adjust and reveal its true behavior and personality.  This is especially important if the dog does not have any prior known history. 
The dog should be exposed to a variety of situations, including ample time loose in the house, outdoors in a kennel run, public exposure, and crate time.  Often valuable information can be gathered during foster care that will help match the dog with a successful permanent home.  

The foster home should insure that all appropriate medical care is given to the dog.  Please see the section on “Medical Care” in this manual.  If there are any health concerns, the foster family should contact the State Coordinator.  For more information, please see the section on “Health Care” in this manual.

When a potential adopter is located, the State Coordinator will contact the foster family.  The foster family should provide input to the State Coordinator on whether this would be a suitable family for this Rescue based on the foster family’s experience with the dog.  Foster families may be asked to speak directly with potential adopters or meet with them.
Rescue will reimburse the foster family for necessary medical expenses, but not for food, toys or other supplies.  For more information on reimbursement, please see the section titled “Reimbursement” in this manual.

The dog should be fostered for a minimum of three weeks prior to being placed in an adoptive family’s home.


Principal Duties and Responsibilities:   

~   Maintain behavioral log on foster dogs;
~
Assist in determining the best type of home for the Rescue dog and communicate this information to the State Coordinator;

~
If all items under Medical Care have not yet been provided for the dog, the foster home should insure that the remaining items are completed;

~
Report any problems or concerns with the Rescue dog to the State Coordinator as soon as the problem arises;

~
Request authorization of expenditures prior to spending from the State Coordinator.  Mail the original receipts to the Regional Coordinator.  

~
Insure the Rescue dog has ample opportunity for socialization as appropriate for the particular dog.  If there are any uncertainties as to situations in which the dog may come in contact, contact the State Coordinator for advice;

~
Begin or continue the Rescue dog’s training program using only positive reinforcement methods.

~   Recommend euthanasia for dogs deemed unadoptable.  
~   Take part in the determination of the suitability of a potential adoptive home for a dog.  Speak with and possibly meet the adoptive family prior to finalizing the adoption.

Note:   

Reimbursable expenses include vet care, medication, and treatments.  Reimbursement will not be provided for dog food, toys, treats, or dog related supplies.

Euthanasia Decisions


If a dog being fostered bites anyone, regardless of the lack of severity of the bite, the dog must be euthanized.  All applicable state and local regulations must be followed. Dogs with chronic, recurring medical conditions may be euthanized if the severity of the condition is such as to be a burden to the permanent home or affect the quality of life of the animal.  The foster home should consult with the Rescue Chairperson(s) and Board of Trustees for authorization of euthanasia expenditures.  These are not intended to supersede emergency medical care as recommended by a licensed veterinarian.
Home Check
Description:   

Home checks are performed on potential foster homes as well as on potential adoptive homes.  The home check assists in determining if the family and the Rescue dog will be a good fit.

Principal Duties and Responsibilities:   

~
Obtain an appointment with the potential home for a visit as requested by the State Coordinator and insure that all family members will be present at this appointment;

~
Obtain answers to the Questions to Ask section provided below;

~
View the entire home and yard.  Pay particular attention to the Things to See section provided below;

~
Obtain a sense of whether this is a family and a home in which you would be comfortable leaving your dog(s);

~
See the section titled Adoption Criteria in this manual.  Insure that the home meets all the requirements;

~
Compile notes on the Home Check including impressions, concerns, and the type of dog best suited for this home.  Email notes on Home Check to the State Coordinator, appropriate Regional Coordinator and the Rescue Chairperson(s).

Questions to ask :  

~
Why a Belgian Sheepdog?;

~
Have you ever had a Belgian Sheepdog before?  If no, a herding dog?;

~
What are your expectations of the Rescue dog?;

~
What is your lifestyle (active, passive, etc)?;

~
Does anyone in the family have allergies?;

~
What other animals do you have?;

~
How many hours will the dog be home alone?;

~
Do you crate?;

~
How will the Rescue dog receive the proper amount of exercise?;

~
What types of training are you familiar with?;

~
Under what circumstances would you consider giving up the Rescue dog?;

~
Do you understand that the dog may only be given up to BSD Rescue?;

~
Are you willing to keep BSD Rescue posted about the dog through written statements, follow-up home visits, and photos?;

Things to See:  

~
What type of fencing is used and what is the size of the fenced area;

~
Is the house clean?;

~
What is the condition of the yard?;

~
Are dangerous items accessible (ie antifreeze, pesticides, sharp objects, chemicals, poisonous houseplants?;

~
If there are other animals in the home, how are they treated?  Do they appear to be well cared for?;

Identification

Description:   

As the rescue organization for the National breed club, we only accept purebred Belgian Sheepdogs.  The standard that has been approved by the membership is that the dog, in the opinion of the evaluator, is capable of an AKC ILP registration.  THIS DOES NOT IMPLY THAT ALL RESCUE DOGS MUST HAVE OR OBTAIN AN AKC ILP!!
A personal identification by a knowledgeable Belgian breeder and/or owner is the best means available to make this determination.  

All dogs must be properly identified.  If a dog is found without positive breed identification (i.e. microchip or tattoo) then the State Coordinator must designate a volunteer to ID the dog.  The volunteer must be someone familiar with the breed.  If possible, it is best to have an experienced breeder/owner perform the identification. 

If there is any question regarding the dog's heredity, the dog should be given the benefit of the doubt as a Belgian Sheepdog.  If time permits, a photo can be sent to the regional coordinator, the Rescue Chairperson(s) or the board of trustees for assistance.  
A release/surrender form should be signed by the owner, shelter staff or animal control officer giving Rescue full ownership and the ability to make decisions regarding the dog’s future. 

Principal Duties and Responsibilities:   

~
Visit local shelters, humane societies, and homes where potential Belgian Sheepdogs have been identified to determine if the dog is, in fact, a Belgian Sheepdog.  
~
Perform an initial temperament evaluation;

~
Obtain health information on the dog;

~
Take additional photos of the dog, if needed;

~
After ID’ing a dog, report to the State Coordinator as to the findings and email any new photos taken of the dog.

Note:   

The criteria for determining if a dog appears to be a Belgian Sheepdog is whether a person with knowledge of the breed feels it will qualify for an American Kennel Club ILP number. BSD Rescue must limit itself to rescuing only what appears to be purebred Belgian Sheepdogs. (Final determination as to whether to accept a dog into the Rescue system rests with the Board of Trustees).
Transport

Description:   

As a nonprofit organization, we try to obtain the most cost effective methods of transportation.  Volunteers who are willing to transport Rescue dogs on a leg of their journey assist greatly in meeting this goal.  The BSD Rescue Trust does not reimburse for transportation costs.
Principal Duties and Responsibilities:   

~
Transport a Rescue dog between two pre-determined points as requested by the Transport Coordinator;

~
Insure that the dog is secured whenever the vehicle is in motion;

~
Turn the Rescue dog and all accompanying paperwork over only to the person named by the State Coordinator or the Transport Coordinator.  Check ID if the person is not known;

~
Notify the Transport Coordinator when the leg of the transport is complete.  Indicate if any concerns arose during the transport.

Process

Overview

Dogs coming into the Rescue System:   

As soon as a person becomes aware of a possible Belgian Sheepdog in need of assistance, the Regional Coordinator for that region should be contacted if the dog’s location is known.  If the dog’s location is not known, the Rescue Chairperson(s) should be contacted.  

The Regional Coordinator will request digital photos of the dog as a first step.  If the dog appears to be a possible Belgian Sheepdog or if digital photos are not available, the Regional Coordinator will contact the State Coordinator where the dog is located.  

Please note:  If the dog is in imminent danger of being put down, the Regional Coordinator will contact the Rescue Chairperson(s) for determination on immediate entry into the Rescue system.

The State Coordinator will contact the local Rescue resources who have agreed to ID dogs and request a visit be made to view the dog.  For details on identification, please see “Identification” in this manual.  At this time, additional digital photos should be taken if deemed necessary.  The volunteer ID’ing the dog should then email the photos to the State Coordinator with a determination as to whether the dog is a Belgian Sheepdog.

If the dog is IDed as a Belgian Sheepdog, the State Coordinator will then work with the person(s) or shelter in order to determine if the dog can/should be taken into Rescue.  If the dog is not taken into Rescue the State Coordinator may offer assistance in the form of website posting on the “Dogs From Other Sources” page.  

If the dog will be taken into Rescue, the State Coordinator will contact the local Rescue resources which have agreed to foster dogs and request assistance.  For details on fostering, please see “Foster Care” in this manual.  The State Coordinator should insure that all foster homes have had a home check.  For more information on home checks, please see “Home Checks” in this manual.

If the dog needs to be transported, the Transport Coordinator will contact the State Coordinator.  The State Coordinator will contact the local Rescue resources which have agreed to transport and ask for assistance under the direction of the Transport Coordinator.  For details on transporting, please see “Transport” in this manual.

Dogs Adopted Through the Rescue System:   

After the dog has been in a foster care situation for a minimum of three weeks, the dog may be adopted.  It is the decision of the State, Regional Coordinators and the foster home if the dog is ready for adoption.
Adoption applications are sent from potential adoptive homes to the Application Processor.  The Application Processor does a preliminary review of the application and then forwards the application to the appropriate Regional Coordinator.  

Regional Coordinators who have been approved by the Rescue Chairperson(s) to perform adoptions may complete the adoption process.  If a Regional coordinator has not yet received approval, the Regional Coordinator should contact the Rescue Chairperson(s) for final approval.

The Regional Coordinator should work with the State Coordinator and the foster home to insure an understanding of the dog’s needs.  The Regional Coordinator should work with the State Coordinator of where the potential adoptive home is located to insure the home is checked and understand their abilities and needs.

See the section titled Adoption Criteria in this manual for more information on the suitability requirements for a potential adoptive home.

Once a home is approved, the Regional Coordinator must insure that the original application and all expenses related to the dog are on file with the Rescue Chairperson(s).

The Regional Coordinator must insure that the potential adoptive home signs an adoption contract and provides the adoption fee.  

The Publicist should contact the home one month after the adoption to check on how things are progressing and if possible, request the family to write a success story.

The State Coordinator where the home is located should contact the home 3 months after the adoption to insure the continued success of the placement.

Whenever possible, an adoptive home within the same region will be located such that the dog does not have to be transported across Regions.  This is, of course however, not always possible.  Where transportation must be provided, the State Coordinator will arrange it in conjunction with the Transport Coordinator.

All transports across Regions must be agreed upon and coordinated by both Regional Coordinators.  
Additional information

Adoption Criteria

1. The prospective owner(s) must be interviewed and a home visit should be conducted when possible.  The interview should be an in-depth process to educate the person on owning a Belgian Sheepdog as well as evaluating the person's lifestyle and plans for the dog.  The person's past dog ownership history and personal views on companion dogs must be explored when evaluating a potential home.  If possible, the prospective owner(s) should meet the dog and then wait at least 24 hours before adopting the dog in order to eliminate an impulse decision.  

2. A written agreement must be signed by the adopter.  This agreement releases the club and its volunteers from any liability; forbid the owner from transferring ownership without contacting Rescue; stipulate that the owner will not sell or donate the dog to any person(s) or corporation for experimentation/research; stipulate that the dog will live as a family pet with its emotional needs met; state that the adopter will provide humane care and treatment including regular medical care to the dog.  The adoption agreement should require the owner(s) to follow all local dog ordinances; stipulate that the dog must wear an ID tag when outside; insure that the dog will not roam freely unsupervised.  No dog will be released to any person(s) who is/are not the final owner(s).  Dogs will not be adopted as gifts for others.  Dogs will not be adopted to a minor. 

3. The adoption fee is to be collected at the time of adoption.  Checks should be made out to the Belgian Sheepdog Rescue Trust and indicate “adoption” in the comment section.  Adoption fees for dogs over 5 years of age or those with special needs may be reduced or waived depending upon specific circumstances.  Adoption fees may only be modified by approval of the Rescue Chairperson(s).  The adoption fee is an indication the new owner's commitment.   An owner that cannot afford a reasonable adoption fee cannot afford to properly maintain a dog! 

4. A fenced yard or fenced kennel run is strongly recommended for adoption.  Potential adopters without fencing must have a demonstrated history of adequate supervision and exercise of a dog.  The minimum size for the fenced area is 10 feet by 10 feet and a minimum of 6 feet high.  If the Rescue is a puppy, the fence must be secured at the base.

5. The following must be provided to the adoptive home: 

· documentation on all medical care including rabies certificate;

· general information about the dog's age, where found, any pertinent history, etc.;

· guidelines for feeding and general care;

· any observed behaviors, rehabilitation guidelines if needed, and a general statement about the adjustment period; 

· a name and phone number of a local person to contact with questions or concerns; 

· a copy of the signed adoption agreement;

· the name and number of a reputable obedience club or trainer and encouragement on the advantages of taking a dog through an obedience program.

6. After adoption, at least one follow-up call should be made to check on the dog's progress. 

Copies of all paperwork must be on file with the Rescue Chairperson(s).

Dogs from Other Sources

Rescue will assist with dogs that are being fostered outside of BSD Rescue as well as dogs that need to be rehomed by BSCA or non-BSCA members by posting the information on these dogs on our Rescue website.  This will add to the visibility that the dog receives by potential adopters.

In order to list a dog on the Rescue website: 

· The dog must be approved by the Rescue Chairperson(s);

· The dog must be adopted free of charge with the exception that official 501c3 rescues, shelters, and humane societies may charge their normal adoption fees as long as the following is noted in the website write up:

· There is an adoption fee;

· The amount of the adoption fee;

· What the adoption fee includes;

· The individual or organization must provide digital photos and a write up with full contact information including name, phone number and email address;

· The individual or organization must contact the Rescue Webmaster as soon as the dog is adopted so that it can be removed from the site;  

· We never ask for a donation from the individual or organization that is placing the dog
Please note the following disclaimer as posted on our website:

Other dogs are occasionally available on a referral basis through their original owners, other rescue groups, or through a shelter, but are NOT part of the BSD Rescue Trust program. The posting of these dogs on our site is provided only as a courtesy. BSD Rescue Trust or the Belgian Sheepdog Club of America  make no warranties, expressed or implied, regarding lineage, suitability, health or temperament of these dogs.

These dogs have NOT been evaluated in any way by BSD Rescue. It is, therefore, possible that these dogs only resemble a Belgian Sheepdog. Individuals representing the dog are not associated with BSD Rescue or BSCA. 

No funding is provided by BSCA or the BSD Rescue Trust for the support of these dogs. You should ensure that the dog has appropriate medical records as required by your state of residence and that you are willing to assume all costs and liability for the medical care of the dog. We encourage you to have a licensed veterinarian make a health assessment of the dog before bringing the animal into your home. 

It is up to the potential adopter to evaluate the dog they are interested in and determine if this dog is a good match for you and your family. 

Belgian Sheepdog Rescue Trust assumes no liability as a result of these referral listings or any action of the listed dogs. Furthermore, by using the links on this website, you agree to indemnify and hold harmless Belgian Sheepdog Club of America (BSCA) and Belgian Sheepdog Rescue Trust (www.BSDRescue.com) and its board of trustees, members, officers, and agents for any and all claims of liability for the conduct of this dog on or after the date of possession.

Forms

All forms are available on the Regional Coordinator section of the BSD Rescue website.  Forms should be downloaded from the site in order to obtain the most current version.  When new versions of the forms are posted to the website, the Rescue Chairperson(s) or the Rescue Webmaster will notify the Regional Coordinators.

Medical Care/Health Evaluations
Without exception, all dogs that become part of the Rescue system must have the following medical care prior to adoption:

1. Spayed or neutered.  

2. Inoculations for Rabies and DHLPP.

3. Heartworm tested negative and started on preventative as appropriate. 

4. Complete physical examination and be treated for any minor ailments. 

5. Fecal tested or routine worming that covers a variety of internal parasites. 

6. All dogs should be microchipped.  And the microchip paperwork must be sent to the Rescue Chairperson(s) for processing.

Major non-emergency medical expenses must have proper approval by the Rescue Chairperson(s) for reimbursement.  This includes, but is not limited to, heartworm positive dogs, x-rays, blood work, teeth cleaning, etc. 

Emergency Medical Situations:  In a medical emergency, foster homes should rely on the attending veterinarian to make a recommendation as to the successful treatment of the animal and the prognosis for a return to a full, quality life.  In other words, the foster home should treat the rescue dog as if it were their own.  Dogs which have a poor prognosis for recovery to a good quality of life should be humanely euthanized.  In these instances, the foster home is authorized to act in the best interest of the animal and not prolong any suffering awaiting approval.  The primary concern is for the dog.
Reimbursement

Regional Coordinators may authorize medical expenses up to $250 per dog upon the dog’s acceptance into the rescue program.  Any additional expenses for a dog must receive prior approval from the Rescue Chairperson(s).

1. The person being reimbursed must have followed the BSD Trust guidelines to be eligible for reimbursement. 

2. Requests for reimbursement will be sent to the Rescue Chairperson(s) who will review and submit to the BSD Trust Treasurer. 

3. All expenditures must be documented and include all original receipts for services.  No money will be reimbursed without receipts or clear proof of expenses.  

4. The person seeking reimbursement must show reasonable prudence when making decisions that will have a financial impact on the Rescue fund including, but not limited to, finding foster homes instead of boarding at a commercial kennel; going to a veterinarian that provides discounts for Rescue dogs; utilizing other club members' abilities and connections. 

5. Rescue resources will not be used for dogs that an owner or breeder wishes to place. This is considered a referral dog and it does not qualify to receive Rescue funding. 

6.   Reimbursement will be made for fees of humane societies or animal shelters. The representative      should make every effort to have the fee waived or reduced when possible.

Temperament Evaluation

All dogs must be temperament tested by an evaluator in Rescue who is knowledgeable about canine behavior.  Dogs with a history of aggression and/or biting cannot be accepted.  

1. The dog should be of stable temperament without any serious chronic behavior problems. 

2. The dog must be considered desirable as a family companion for a novice pet owner. Any rehabilitation and/or needed training should be attainable by a novice owner. The foster home should start the rehabilitation when possible to evaluate the depth of any problem and the work necessary. 

3. The dog must not have a history of biting, snapping, or acting aggressively or excessively fearful toward people.  It should not be aggressive with other dogs. 

4. No dog will be placed that has a biting history.  Any dog in the Rescue system that has a biting history should be humanely euthanized.
If the volunteer who is evaluating the dog’s temperament has any doubts, the State Coordinator should be contacted before accepting the dog into Rescue.

Should there be any concerns about the dog’s temperament after the dog is accepted into Rescue, the Rescue Chairperson(s) should be contacted.  

Any decision to euthanize a dog must be made in conjunction with the Rescue Chairperson(s), the foster home and the Board of Trustees.

